
Education and Skills Committee 

February/March 2017 

Submissions from the Universities on Curriculum for Excellence qualifications 
and the changes in the senior phase at school 

The Committee decided to ask for details for the approach to admissions for a 
sample of specific undergraduate degree programmes. These were Medicine; Law; 
and Mechanical Engineering.  

The focus of the responses was on those programmes that are most popular/high 
demand and the universities were asked to specify which undergraduate degree 
programme they were providing the information on to ensure that we could analyse 
the information correctly. 

The Committee wrote to the principals of a number of higher education institutions in 
Scotland asking the following: 

 For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as
opposed to minimum requirements) for 2016-17 entry? Please include
information on all element of the offer, including whether specific qualifications
are required to have been achieved in a single sitting or in a single academic
year.

 How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme
having achieved SQA qualifications?

 How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total?

In addition, the universities were asked provide the Committee with views 
or information (evidence based or anecdotal) on any SQA qualification applicants 
who applied for (or made pre-application enquiries relating to) these 
undergraduate degree programmes where they were unable through curriculum 
limitations to take the required number of Highers in a single sitting.  



Index 

Please click on the list below to read the responses.  

 Abertay University

 Glasgow Caledonian University part 1 and part 2

 Heriot Watt University

 Napier University part 1 and part 2

 Robert Gordon University

 Open University

 University of Aberdeen

 University of Dundee

 University of Edinburgh

 University of Glasgow

 University of Highlands and Islands

 University of St Andrews

 University of Strathclyde



Abertay University Returns to Committee letter: February 2017 

I am responding to the letter of 27 January from James Dornan MSP, regarding Scottish 
Highers and undergraduate admissions, on behalf of the Principal of Abertay University.  Of 
the subjects listed in the letter, we deliver undergraduate programmes in Law, but not in 
Medicine nor Mechanical Engineering.  Our responses to the questions are: 

Law (LLB Hons) 

Our standard offer in 2016/17 was ABBB at Scottish Higher; or HNC Legal Services with 
graded unit A; or HND Legal Services with graded unit A.  We do not require Scottish Highers 
to be achieved in a single sitting, but we would expect HND or HNC to be completed in the 
standard period of study (i.e. without the need for any repeat study). 

32 of our 2016/17 entrants joined the Law programme with SQA qualifications: 24 with 
Scottish Highers/Advanced Highers, and 8 with SQA HNC or HND. 

44 students in total joined the Law programme in 2016/17. 

We are not aware of any cases where applicants have been restricted by their school 
curriculum, but as we do not ask for Highers to have been achieved in a single sitting, this is 
unlikely to have arisen. 

Please do let me know if I can help further. 

Kind regards, 
Susan Campbell 

Susan Campbell 

Registrar and Deputy Secretary 

Abertay University 

Tel: 01382 308648 
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Subject Choice Availability in the Senior Phase 
February 2017 

For: The Education and Skills Committee  

Purpose: Evidence gathering of subject choice availability in the senior phase, and the 
potential impact of any narrowing of subject choices in relation to university offers/meeting 
entry requirements. Consider where there may be restrictions on Higher and Advanced 
Higher option choices in schools and the possible reasons behind this.  

Methodology: Focus groups with current S6 Hub pupils, discussing their experiences of S4-
S6 option choices, and post school planned destinations. The questions were focused around 
the following themes: Medicine, Law or Mechanical Engineering as potential degree studies, 
pupils’ S4-S6 option choices and subject availability at Higher and Advanced Higher level, the 
meeting of HEI entry requirements and any potential changes to HEI courses of choice.  

Participants: The 92 Advanced Higher Hub pupils interviewed represent 28 Glasgow City 
Council partner schools. Of these 92 young people involved in the focus groups, 61 study 
one AH, 22 study two AH subjects and 9 are undertaking three Advanced Highers at the Hub. 
This cohort has experience of S4-S5 and S5-S6 option choices, and has submitted UCAS 
applications for entry to Higher Education for session 17/18. 

The Advanced Higher Hub:  Working in partnership with GCC, the Hub has enabled Glasgow 
to significantly increase the number of young people undertaking Advanced Highers. The 
Hub offers Advanced Higher studies in: Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, History, 
Modern Studies, Business Management and English.   

The Advanced Higher Hub supports young people with access SCQF Level 7 studies, 
challenges their learning through academic rigour and supports development of their critical 
thinking skills as well as confidence in their ability to transition successfully to university. 

GCU Academic Research studying the impact of the Hub in Years one and two evidences the 
transformational change that accompanies young people’s experience of this bridging 
programme.  A further research study is currently focusing on retention and progression 
rates of former Hub HEI in their undergraduate studies from across the first three years of 
the Hub.  

GCU undertook a similar exercise regarding Senior Phase option choices five years ago, with 
S5 pupils in Glasgow to explore their options in S6 predominantly. The evidence gathered 
indicated that in some schools, particularly the smaller schools,  that S6 options were limited 
specifically for Advanced Highers studies.  As a result of this information and due to an 
additional funding scheme, GCU was successful in securing funds to start the Advanced 
Higher Hub. The Outreach Team approached GCC to work in partnership and the Hub is now 
in its fourth year.  



2 

Through other work that GCU Outreach is undertaking, there are indications that some 
pupils may also struggle with the breadth of subject choice e.g. In one partner school pupils 
select  five National 5 qualifications in S4, potentially restricting their Higher choices in S5  to 
these five Nat 5 subjects only, with a potential knock on effect in S6 too when pupils are 
engaged in the UCAS process.  

Focus Group Findings: It is evident from the focus group findings that many pupils struggle 
to take their preferred subject choices in S5 and in S6. 

Results:  A summary of discussion points and key statistics is provided below. 

Medicine, Law or Mechanical Engineering as Potential Degree Subject 

Q1a. Did any pupils consider Medicine as a possible degree subject? 
Did they submit an application for Higher Education? If not, why not? 
14 pupils considered Medicine, 6 have made an application and 8 did not apply for the 
following reasons:  

Changed their focus 3 

Course too long/expensive 2 

Entry requirements too tough, don’t have the grades required 2 

Had not done adequate work experience, lacked contacts 1 

Q1b. Did any pupils consider Law as a possible degree subject? 
Did they submit an application for Higher Education? If not, why not? 

14 pupils considered Law, 5 have made an application and 9 did not apply for the following 
reason:  

Changed their focus 7 

Competitive course 1 

Competition for jobs 1 

Q1c. Did any pupils consider Mechanical Engineering as a possible degree subject? 
Did they submit an application for Higher Education? If not, why not? 

8 pupils considered Mechanical Engineering, 5 have made an application and 3 did not apply 
for the following reasons:  

Changed their focus 2 

Did not enjoy studying one of the essential elements 1 

Degree Subject Changes 

Q2a. Did any pupils change their mind over their preferred degree subject? 

Yes - 27 stated that they changed the direction of their post school destination before 
making their final UCAS submission. 
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Q2b. What were the reasons for this? 
 

Changed their focus- interests 15 

Concerned about job opportunities once qualified 4 

Did not initially intend to apply for HE 2 

Entry requirements too tough, don’t have the grades required 1 

Indecision 1 

Not able to choose the necessary subjects in school 2 

Too competitive 2 

 
Entry Requirements  
 
Q3. How did pupils ensure that they were studying the right subjects to gain entry to their 
preferred course? Responses in order of preferred approach: 
 

1. University websites, entry requirements 
2. Research including Google 
3. Talking to friends and family 
4. Open days  
5. Prospectus 
6. UCAS convention  
7. Teachers/pastoral care 
8. Career Advisors 
9. Head Teacher 
10. Email academics/Faculties directly 

 
Options at Higher Level  
 
Q4a. When making option choices for S4 > S5, were there any subjects that pupils would 
have liked to have studied, but which they were not able to?  
 

Accounts 1 

Administration 1 

Biology 9 

Business Management 2 

Chemistry 2 

Computing science 4 

Design and Manufacture 1 

Drama 1 

French 7 

Geography 1 

German 1 

History 7 

Human Biology 5 

Italian 1 

Maths 1 

Maths of Mechanics 1 

Media Studies 1 

Modern Studies 8 
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Music 2 

PE 1 

Photography 1 

Physics 8 

Politics 11 

Practical Woodwork 1 

Psychology 4 

RMPS 1 

Spanish 2 

 
Q4b. What were the reasons given for not taking the Higher subjects?  
 

No option to choose three sciences 22 

Not offered until S6 2 

Offered place at college, chose not to go 1 

Only Biology, not Human Biology, available 5 

Only Human Biology, not Biology, available 3 

Self taught 3 

Subject not offered by the school 32 

Timetable clashes 42 

 
Q5a. When making option choices for S5 > S6, were there any HIGHER subjects that pupils 
would have liked to have studied, but which they were not able to?  
 

Accountancy 1 

Administration 1 

Arabic 1 

Business Management 2 

Classics 1 

Computer science 1 

Drama 1 

Engineering science 1 

French 1 

German 2 

History 1 

Human Biology 1 

Maths 1 

Modern Studies 4 

Music 2 

Philosophy 2 

Physics 1 

Politics 8 

Psychology 11 

RMPS 2 

Spanish 1 

 
Q5b. What were the reasons given for not taking the subjects?  
 

Class full 3 
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Offered place at college, chose not to go 7 

Small numbers, could not run 2 

Subject not offered by the school 18 

Timetable clashes 17 

 
Q6a. When making option choices for S5 > S6, were there any ADVANCED HIGHER subjects 
that pupils would have liked to have studied, but which they were not able to?  
 

Biology 17 

Business Management 6 

Chemistry 20 

Computing Science 1 

Design and Manufacture 1 

Drama 1 

English 14 

Geography 4 

Graphics 2 

History 21 

Human Biology 1 

Maths 30 

Maths of Mechanics 1 

Modern Studies 21 

Music 2 

PE 3 

Physics 17 

Politics 1 

RMPS 1 

Spanish 4 

 
Q6b. What were the reasons given for not taking the subjects? 
 

Low numbers 1 

No option to choose three sciences, as only permitted to study two at 
Higher level 

3 

Not available in school, studying at the Hub 132 

Self-taught 3 

Subject not offered by the school 20 

Timetable clashes 10 

 



Background

1.       For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ for 2016-17 entry?

2.       How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved SQA qualifications?

3.       How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total?

GCU response

Programme Standard Higher requirements used to make offers Total number of entrants
Total number entering with SQA 

qualifications

BEng (Hons) Computer Aided Mechanical Engineering (FT)

Higher BBBC/ABCC/BBCCC,  or equivalent including Advanced Highers,  including Maths and either 

Physics, Technological Studies or Engineering Science.  Applicants who were eligible under our 

contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one grade provided 

essential subjects could be achieved at C or above. Applicants also required to have English at National 5 

or equivalent. 23 22

BEng/BEng (Hons) Mechanical Electronic Systems Engineering (FT)

Higher BBBC or equivalent, e.g. ABCC/BCCCC, or equivalent including Advanced Highers,  including 

Maths and either Physics, Technological Studies or Engineering Science. Applicants who were eligible 

under our contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one grade 

provided essential subjects could be achieved at C or above. Applicants also required to have English at 

National 5 or equivalent. 20 16

MEng Computer Aided Mechanical Engineering (FT)

Higher ABBB , ABBCC, ABCCC or equivalent including Advanced Highers,  including Maths and either 

Physics, Technological Studies or Engineering Science. Applicants who were eligible under our 

contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one grade provided 

essential subjects could be achieved at C or above. Applicants also required to have English at National 5 

or equivalent. 7 5

MEng Mechanical Electronic Systems Engineering (FT)

Higher ABBB or ABBCC or equivalent including Advanced Highers,  including Maths and either Physics, 

Technological Studies or Engineering Science.  Applicants who were eligible under our contextualised 

admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one grade provided essential subjects 

could be achieved at C or above. Applicants also required to have English at National 5 or equivalent. 3 3

Grand Total 53 46

Programme Standard Higher requirements used to make offers Total number of entrants
Total number entering with SQA 

qualifications

BA (Hons) Risk and Law

Higher AABBB or equivalent including Higher English at a minimum of B grade. Applicants who were 

eligible under our contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one 

grade provided English could be achieved at C or above. Maths was also required at a minimum of 

National 5 C or Standard Grade 3. 4 4

BA/BA(Hons) Economics and Law

Higher BBBB or equivalent including English at a minimum of C grade. Applicants who were eligible under 

our contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one grade provided 

English could be achieved at C or above. Maths was also required at a minimum of National 5 C 6 4

LLB (Hons) Bachelor of Laws

Higher AABBB or equivalent including Higher English at a minimum of B grade. Applicants who were 

eligible under our contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one 

grade provided English could be achieved at C or above. Maths was also required at a minimum of 

National 5 C or Standard Grade 3. 30 30

LLB (Hons) Bachelor of Laws (Fast Track)
This programme is graduate entry. Standard offer requirements are 2:1 honours degree or ordinary degree 

with 65% average. 1 1

LLB (Hons) Bachelor of Laws with Risk

Higher AABBB or equivalent including Higher English at a minimum of B grade. Applicants who were 

eligible under our contextualised admissions policy would have had these requirements reduced by one 

grade provided English could be achieved at C or above. Maths was also required at a minimum of 

National 5 C or Standard Grade 3. 9 9

Grand Total 50 48

Mechanical Engineering

Law

The standard offer requirements for the Mech. Eng. and Law programmes at Level 1 entry are below, along with the total number entering the programmes and the number who held 

SQA qualifications.
Question 1 asked for information on whether the qualifications were required to have been achieved in a single sitting. The answer for GCU is no, as we offer on the same set of entry 

criteria across more than one sitting of examinations. What the applicant is asked to achieve as part of a conditional offer depends on the grades they have already achieved at the 

point of application.

Scottish Parliament information request (Deadline 23rd February 2017)

The Education and Skills Committee at the Scottish Parliament is seeking information about university entry requirements where the students’ relevant Highers have been taken over 

more than one year. (In general, but particularly the three sciences.)

The Committee is seeking details on our approach to admissions for a sample of specific undergraduate degree programmes: Medicine (n/a); Law; and Mechanical Engineering.

For each of GCU’s relevant programmes in Law and Mech. Engineering, we were asked to provide the following information:



 
   
  

  
James Dornan MSP  
T3.40  
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP         23 February 2017  
  
Dear Mr Dornan  
  
Further to your letter of 27 January 2017 I have pleasure in providing our response to your enquiries.  
  
Heriot-Watt University does not offer either Medicine or Law programmes therefore our response is based 
solely on entrants to our Mechanical Engineering discipline.  As the focus of your enquiry appears to 
relate to SQA Higher/Advanced Higher we have not included information on entrants with other SQA 
qualifications i.e. HNC or HND’s.  Mechanical Engineering is one of our most popular disciplines and is 
heavily oversubscribed.  
  
1. For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to minimum 
requirements) for 2016-17 entry?  Please include information on all element of the offer, including 
whether specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a single sitting or in a single academic 
year.  
 
  
The typical offer for entry to our undergraduate Mechanical Engineering programmes is based on 4 
Highers at grades AAAB including Maths and Physics.  For students who fit into one of our contextual 
admissions categories1 the offer is reduced to AABB with at least an AB in Maths and Physics.    
  
We operate a ‘gathered field’ approach for applications from Scottish students where we wait until after 
the 15 January UCAS deadline when all applications are received and assessed together.  Our selection 
process is such that all applicants with AAAAB at Higher are automatically given an unconditional offer and 
all other Scottish/EU applications are held until after the January deadline.    
  
Following the deadline the applications are systematically gone through and ranked with the top rankers 
given unconditional offers and the bottom ones rejected.  In this context the minimum qualifications a 
student will have is AABBB with at least an AB in Maths and Physics.  The applications in the middle are 
made conditional offers.  The conditional offer is always the minimum entrance requirement or as near 
to it as possible.    
  
Students applying from S5 receive a conditional offer if predicted AAABB.  Students applying from S6 year 
receive a conditional offer if they have achieved a minimum of AB at Higher in S5.  
  
As far as first attempt versus second attempt in theory this makes no difference but inevitably applicants 
that have taken one attempt are ranked higher and so more likely to receive an offer.    

 



 
2. How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved SQA 
qualifications?  
 
Data relates to entrants to Mechanical Engineering undergraduate degrees at our Edinburgh campus in 
2016-17 (entry September 2016)  
  
Of the 105 entrants with Home 

(Scotland) fee status, 
entry qualifications can be 

summarised as follows:  
  

 
  
This denotes the highest 

qualification held prior  
 
to entry, regardless of whether this was specifically used to gain entry to the degree.  
  
3. How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total?  
 
Data relates to entrants to Mechanical Engineering undergraduate degrees at our Edinburgh campus in 
2016-17 (entry September 2016)  
  
Total entrants to Year/stage 1:   141  
Total entrants to Year/stage 2:       6  
                                                            147  
      

 
  
This excludes incoming exchange students studying for a 
year or less, and students on the Associate degree 
programme in partnership with local FE Colleges.  
  
I hope this information is useful but should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  
  
Yours sincerely  
   
Claire Johnston  
Admissions Manager  

 
Qualification type held  

 
Total  

SQA Highers or Advanced Highers  83  
SQA HNC or HND  11  
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma  

1  

A/AS Levels  2  
HE Access Course e.g. SWAP  3  
Mature student with professional 
experience  

1  

University credits already held  4  
  105  

 
Fee Status  

 
Total  

Home (Scotland)  105  
EU  5  
RUK  29  
Overseas  8  
ALL  147  

 
Qualification type held  

 
Total  

SQA Highers or Advanced Highers  83  
SQA HNC or HND  11  
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma  

1  

A/AS Levels  2  
HE Access Course e.g. SWAP  3  
Mature student with professional 
experience  

1  

University credits already held  4  
  105  

 
Fee Status  

 
Total  

Home (Scotland)  105  
EU  5  
RUK  29  
Overseas  8  
ALL  147  
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23 February 2017 
 
 
Education and Skills Committee  
T3.40  
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  
 
 
Dear Mr Dornan,   
 
Education & Skills Committee (Curriculum for Excellence)  
Edinburgh Napier University Response  
 
Thank you for your letter to of 27 January 2017. From the subject areas the Committee 
is considering, Edinburgh Napier University offers Law and Mechanical Engineering 
only.   
 
For admission to all our degree programmes we look at student achievement at the 
end of their studies and as such we do not ask for students to achieve their 
qualifications either in a single sitting or in a single academic year.  I attach our 
Curriculum for Excellence Statement which outlines our approach.  
 
Please find below our response, entrant figures include all fee categories.   
 

1. Law (excluding Graduate-Entry LLB)  
 
 This degree programme does not offer advanced entry, so all figures relate to 
 year 1 entry only 
 
 Total entrants : 58  
 
 Total entrants accepted with SQA Qualifications (Highers or HN): 51 
 
 Standard offer of admission 
 ABBB in four SQA Highers to include a Grade B in English or a literary subject.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk
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2. Mechanical Engineering (includes BEng and MEng)  
 
 As we offer direct articulation with this degree, the data is separated between 
 those entering Year 1 and advanced entrants.   
 
 Year 1 Entry  
 
 Total entrants :  43 
 
 Total entrants accepted with SQA Qualifications (Highers, HNC) : 34 
 
 Standard offer of admission 
 
 BEng requires BBBC in four SQA Highers to include Maths and a Science or a 
 Technical subject 
 
 MEng requires ABBB in four SQA Highers to include Maths and a Science or 
 Technical subject      
 
 Advanced Entry  
  
 Total entrants : 24 
 
 Total entrants accepted with SQA Qualifications (Highers, HNC) : 19 
 
 Standard offer of admission 
  
 BEng requires an HNC or HND with B in graded unit 
 MEng requires an HNC or HND with an A in graded unit  
 
 
We are unaware of any curriculum limitations which have made it impossible for 
applicants to take the required number of Highers.  If you require further information, 
plese do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Lesley Jackson 
Head of Admissions 

 

mailto:ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk
mailto:pgadmissions@napier.ac.uk
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Edinburgh Napier University  

Curriculum for Excellence Statement  

1.0 Background   

Edinburgh Napier University acknowledges the importance of Curriculum for 

Excellence and recognises the critical role this will play in enabling learners to 

progress at a pace which best suits their needs.  We believe the opportunity for 

young people to have regular discussions and reviews of their learning needs will 

allow them to make more informed choices about their future paths.  

We support the commitment to try to ensure young people remain in learning after 

the age of 16 and we will continue to promote and develop links with Scotland’s 

Colleges, to ensure learners have a variety of progression routes open to them post-

16. 

The increased emphasis of Curriculum for Excellence on developing skills such as 

critical thinking, essay writing and independent study skills, in addition to fostering 

creativity and innovation in learners, should result in learners who are better 

prepared for progression to further or higher education.   

1.1 Implementation Phase  

We recognise that implementation of the Curriculum for Excellence is a significant 

challenge for the education sector as a whole in Scotland and one which may take 

some time to bed down.  In particular we understand that any major change of this 

significance can be a worrying period for students, parents and advisors.  This 

statement aims to address some of these questions and concerns and to provide 

information about how Edinburgh Napier will view students presenting with the new 

Nationals, Highers and Advanced Highers qualifications.  

 

Given this period of change, we will operate some flexibility during 2013-15 and will 

accept both Intermediate and National 5 qualifications (and combinations of these) 

for entry purposes.   

 

2.0 Our entry requirements  

 

2.1 Standard Grades/National 5 Qualifications  

 

With the exception of our professional Nursing programmes, Edinburgh Napier 

University does not require a specific number of Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 

subjects for entry purposes.  We do not use the number of Standard Grades or 

Intermediate 2 subjects obtained as part of our selection process.  This will remain 

unchanged with the implementation of Curriculum for Excellence.   
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However, many of our degree programmes do require students to have achieved a 

specified subject at Standard Grade 3 or above.  The qualifications we will accept 

are outlined in the table below. Applicants should note that we will not accept 

National 4 qualifications in lieu of Standard Grades.  

 

Standard Grades  Intermediates  New Nationals  

SG Credit - Grade 1 Intermediate 2 - Grade A  National 5 - Grade A  

SG Credit - Grade 2 Intermediate 2 - Grade B or C National 5 - Grade B  

SG General - Grade 3  Intermediate 1 - Grade A National 5 - Grade C  

 

Applicants are strongly advised to check our website for the most up-to-date 

information about entry requirements www.napier.ac.uk/courses prior to submitting 

their UCAS application.  

 

2.1.1 Nursing, Midwifery and Veterinary Nursing Programmes  

 

Our BA Nursing (all fields), BA Midwifery and BA Veterinary Nursing programmes 

will continue to require applicants to have achieved 5 Standard Grades or National 

5s at Grade 3/C for entry, in addition to the Higher requirements.  

 

Admission to these programmes involves a selection interview.  Applicants are 

expected to demonstrate, via their UCAS personal statements, a strong interest in 

and knowledge of their chosen subject area.  

 

2.2 Higher Qualifications  

The University acknowledges the implementation of the new curriculum will lead to 

applicants applying to university with a greater variety of qualifications, which have 

been undertaken at different stages of learning.    

We currently operate a flexible approach to students who take Highers over more 

than one academic year and/or who achieve their qualifications in more than one 

sitting.  We anticipate this flexible approach will continue with the implementation of 

Curriculum for Excellence.  

Our entry criteria and offers are expressed in grades; we do not use the UCAS tariff 

in offer-making. For the majority of our degree programmes we require applicants to 

achieve four SQA Highers at specific grades (dependent upon the degree 

programme applied for).   

Applicants are expected to achieve the required grades in all four subjects at Higher.  

For example, where our entry criteria are BBBB at SQA Highers, students must 

achieve at least Grade B in a minimum of four subjects – we would not normally 

http://www.napier.ac.uk/courses
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accept ABBC in lieu of BBBB.  However, we do not require a specific number of 

Highers to have been taken in one exam sitting and we do not distinguish between 

those who may have studied a Higher over more than one academic year.  We 

would accept students presenting with both of the above scenarios, as long as 

overall (at the end of their studies) they have achieved four SQA Highers at the 

required grades and/or subjects.  

We accept resit Highers and would view these in the same way as a first-sitting 

Higher.  Applications would be welcome from students who choose to sit an early 

Higher in S4 and this would count as one of the four Highers required for entry 

purposes.  

2.3 Advanced Higher Qualifications  

We will continue to value the Advanced Higher qualification as an excellent 

preparation for University study; however we do not ‘double-count’ subjects taken 

both at Advanced Higher and Higher.  In these cases we would count the highest 

grade achieved only.  We equate an Advanced Higher Grades A-C as equivalent to 

Grade A at Higher and an Advanced Higher at Grade D as equivalent to Grade B at 

Higher.  We do not accept anything below a Grade D at Advanced Higher. 

2.4 Assessment of Applications   

Our published entry criteria are the minimum criteria accepted for entry.  For 

competitive subject areas, where we receive more applications than we have places 

available, attainment of the minimum criteria does not guarantee an offer of 

admission.   

We will continue to consider all applications on an individual basis with reference to 

academic grades achieved and predicted, in addition to the UCAS personal 

statement and academic reference.  

Some of our courses will involve selection via an interview, audition or review of a 

portfolio and for these courses the personal statement is particularly important in 

determining whether the applicant will be invited to attend an interview or audition.   

Where a student has experienced serious disruption to studies due to personal 

circumstances, and their qualifications fall below our minimum criteria, they should 

contact ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk.  Such cases will be reviewed on an individual 

basis with reference to relevant supporting documentation.  

2.5  Advanced Entry  

We anticipate as Curriculum for Excellence becomes embedded that we may see an 

increase in well-qualified learners wishing to enter directly into Year 2 of our 

undergraduate degree programmes.  The majority of our programmes at Edinburgh 

Napier University will continue to accept advanced entry applications, normally on 

mailto:ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk
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the basis of achieving three Advanced Highers at BBC or above (dependent on 

programme) along with any subject specific requirements.  

2.6 College Pathways  

The University remains committed to ensuring a variety of progression routes are 

available to post-16 learners.  We will continue to work with College partners to 

review provision of HN programmes and identify new entry routes; ensuring students 

entering via an HN route have the skills, knowledge and attributes to succeed on our 

degree programmes.  

2.7 Other Routes  

We will continue to work to ensure our programmes are accessible to students from 

a wide range of backgrounds, not just those directly progressing from Schools and 

Colleges.  We believe the different skills and experience these students bring to the 

University serve to enrich the learning experience for all our students.  We will we 

will continue to consider such applications on an individual basis.    

2.8  Further Information  

 

Applicants and advisors who have any questions not covered in this statement 

should contact ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk for further guidance.  

 

 

  

mailto:ugadmissions@napier.ac.uk
















University of Dundee 2016/7 SQA Typical Entry Requirements and Number of Entrants

Discipline Course SQA Typical Entry Requirements (Standard Offer)

Number of Entrants 2016/7 with 

SQA Highers/Advanced Highers

Total Number of Entrants 

2016/7

Medicine MBChB Medicine

AAAAB at Higher (one sitting) to include Chemistry and another 

Science + BBB in 3 subjects in S6 97 152

Law LLB Scots Law

AABB at Higher (one sitting), AAAB at Higher (two sittings) to 

include a literary subject 33 50

Mechanical 

Engineering BEng Mechanical Engineering

AABB at Higher (one or two sittings) to include Mathematics and a 

Science/Engineering subject 27 55



 

 

20 February 2017 

 

Dear James, 

Response to the Education and Skills Committee request for evidence on the impact of 
Curriculum for Excellence on subject choice and university entry 

Thank you for requesting information on the University of Edinburgh’s approach to 
admissions for a sample of undergraduate degree programmes. We appreciate the 
opportunity to contribute to the work of the Education and Skills Committee. 

Our response is in three sections. Section 1 provides an overview of the University’s 
approach to entry requirements for SQA Highers/Advanced Highers and National 5s. Section 
2 provides information on our approach to contextual admissions to support widening 
access, as this has a bearing on offer levels. Section 3 provides answers to the questions on 
admissions to Medicine, Law, and Mechanical Engineering.    

In addition to providing the number of entrants in 2016-17 who achieved SQA qualifications, 
we have also provided the total number of Scotland/EU entrants. This includes Scottish 
students who studied non-SQA qualifications such as A Levels, students from the rest of the 
UK who are eligible for full funding based on parental EU nationality/having lived in an EU 
country, and non-UK EU students.   

 
1. Overview of entry requirements for SQA Highers/Advanced Highers and National 5s. 

We have reviewed our admissions policy on an ongoing basis in response to the 
implementation of Curriculum for Excellence to ensure that where possible, it is flexible to 
accommodate the different ways that learners can achieve qualifications in the Senior 
Phase. As detailed in our statement on Curriculum for Excellence1 entry requirements vary 
by degree programme, given the different prior knowledge and skills required, and the 
different levels of competition for places between programmes. Generally speaking, 
however, our entry requirements for SQA school qualifications are as follows. 

Highers 

Entry requirements for programmes other than Medicine and Veterinary Medicine are four 
Highers at specified grades, achieved by the end of S5 – this includes Highers achieved in S4. 

                                                           
1 University of Edinburgh statement on Curriculum for Excellence 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/university_of_edinburgh_cfe_statement_2016_0.pdf 

 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/university_of_edinburgh_cfe_statement_2016_0.pdf


Where entry requirements have not been achieved by the end of S5, Highers in S6 may be 
used to meet requirements but the minimum grade requirement will increase slightly.  

It is essential that applicants are able to demonstrate ability to cope with the depth and 
volume of study that is experienced at Edinburgh. Therefore, in at least one year of the 
senior phase, applicants are required to achieve three or more Highers at a minimum of 
BBB.  

The majority of degree programmes at Edinburgh are in high demand. A relatively small 
number of our degree programmes receive very high volumes of applications. Applicants to 
these programmes must have achieved three Highers at a minimum of BBB by the end of S5 
to be considered for an offer.    

Medicine and Veterinary Medicine degrees differ from other programmes in that applicants 
must have achieved at least five Highers at the required grades by the end of S5, and will 
typically be required to achieve two Advanced Highers and a further Higher in S6.  

None of the University’s entry requirements, including those for Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine, requires three sciences at Higher.  

Advanced Highers 

Whilst Advanced Highers, with the exception of Medicine and Veterinary Medicine, are not 
required for entry, we do recommend that students pursue their studies at a more 
advanced level by taking at least one subject at Advanced Higher. This is because study at 
Advanced Higher level is excellent preparation for study at Edinburgh. Achievement in 
specific Advanced Highers may also support students to enter certain programmes in 
science and engineering directly to the second year. 

National 5 

The University requires some specific subjects to be achieved to at least National 5. 
However, we recognise that some students may progress directly to Higher in some, or all, 
of their subjects without sitting any National 5 examinations. Our selection criteria and 
procedures ensure that students who follow this route are not disadvantaged. 

 

2. Contextual admissions 

We are committed to widening access and use educational and socio-geographical data to 
identify applicants whose academic grades may not be a true reflection of their potential. 
This is known as contextual admissions2. 

To facilitate our approach to contextual admissions, our entry requirements are expressed 
with a typical (upper) and minimum (lower) grade level, for example AAAA typical to AABB 
minimum (with the exception of Medicine and Veterinary Medicine were one single 
requirement exists). Whilst all applicants who meet or are predicted to meet minimum 
requirements enter the selection process, only applicants with specific contextual factors 
receive offers at the minimum level.  
                                                           
2
 University of Edinburgh Contextual Admission Briefing 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/sracontextualdatabriefing2017entry_0.pdf 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/sracontextualdatabriefing2017entry_0.pdf


This has a bearing on our answers in section 3, as the details we have provided in relation to 
the request for information on the ‘standard offer (as opposed to minimum requirements)’ 
includes applicants with contextual factors for whom the standard offer was the minimum 
level, and those without contextual factors for whom the standard offer was at the typical 
level.   

3. Admissions to Medicine, Law, and Mechanical Engineering 
 

 Law  

The information below is for the degree programme - Law (LLB).   

For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to 
minimum requirements) for 2016-17 entry? Please include information on all element of 
the offer, including whether specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a 
single sitting or in a single academic year. 
 
The standard offer for applicants without contextual factors for entry in 2016/17 was 
AAAAA at Higher, to include English at a minimum of grade B. Due to the high number and 
quality of applications, and limited places available, offers were made to applicants who had 
achieved this in S5. 

The standard offer for applicants with contextual factors was ABBB at Higher, to include 
English at a minimum of grade B, with a minimum of BBB at Higher from S5. 

All successful applicants needed to achieve Higher English at a minimum of grade B in their 
first attempt. Re-sits in English would not have been accepted, for example, if a student had 
taken the Higher for the first time in S4 or S5 and not achieved the required grade.  

How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved 
SQA qualifications? 
89 entrants were accepted having achieved SQA qualifications. The number of Scotland/EU 
entrants was also 89. 
 
How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total? 
109 entrants were accepted in total.  
 
In addition to above, if you were also able to provide us with views or information 
(evidence based or anecdotal) on any SQA qualification applicants who applied for (or 
made pre-application enquiries relating to) these undergraduate degree programmes 
where they were unable through curriculum limitations to take the required number of 
Highers in a single sitting, that would be most welcome.  
  
Whilst some applicants had not achieved the requisite number of Highers at the required 
level in S5 to enter the selection process (Law is a highly competitive programme that 
requires three Highers at a minimum of BBB for entry to the selection process), there is no 
evidence that this was due to curriculum constraints in schools.  
 
 
 



 Medicine 

The information below is for the degree programme - Medicine (MBChB).   

For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to 
minimum requirements) for 2016-17 entry? Please include information on all element of 
the offer, including whether specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a 
single sitting or in a single academic year. 
 
In order to enter the selection process for entry in 2016/17, applicants had to have already 
achieved AAAAB at Higher by the end of S5, to include Chemistry and two of Biology, 
Mathematics or Physics. The University recognises that for some applicants, this 
combination of subjects in S5 may not be possible/ appropriate. Therefore, applicants who 
meet the grade requirement from S5 but are missing one or more sciences, may take the 
missing subject(s) in S6. Human Biology may replace Biology. 

The standard offer for applicants was BBB in S6 from either two Advanced Highers and one 
Higher, or three Advanced Highers. There were no required subjects unless students did not 
have Biology or Chemistry from S5, in which case they were required to take it in S6.   

How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved 
SQA qualifications? 
81 entrants were accepted having achieved SQA qualifications. The number of Scotland/EU 
entrants was 105. 
 
How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total? 
196 entrants were accepted in total.  
 
In addition to above, if you were also able to provide us with views or information 
(evidence based or anecdotal) on any SQA qualification applicants who applied for (or 
made pre-application enquiries relating to) these undergraduate degree programmes 
where they were unable through curriculum limitations to take the required number of 
Highers in a single sitting, that would be most welcome.  
 
The vast majority of applicants to Medicine had the required five Highers from S5 and there 
is no evidence that those who did not, resulted from curriculum constraints in schools.  
 
Regarding our requirement for two Advanced Highers in S6, we advise schools to state in 
the application reference if it is not possible for them to provide this, so that we may 
consider whether we can apply flexibility in offer making in specific cases. However, to our 
knowledge, no schools raised this as an issue for entry in 2016/17. 
 

 Mechanical Engineering 

The information below is for the degree programme - Mechanical Engineering (BEng/MEng).   

For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to 
minimum requirements) for 2016-17 entry? Please include information on all element of 
the offer, including whether specific qualifications are required to have been achieved in a 
single sitting or in a single academic year. 



 
The standard offer for applicants without contextual factors for entry in 2016/17 was AAAA 

at Higher, to include Mathematics at grade A and Physics at a minimum of grade B. Offers 

were made to applicants who had achieved, or were predicted to achieve AAAA, including 

those who were taking one of the required subjects in S6. We understand that sometimes 

timetable restrictions mean that students cannot take all of their required subjects in S5. 
The standard offer for applicants with contextual factors for entry in 2016/17 was AABB, to include 

Mathematics at grade A and Physics.  

 

How many of the 2016-17 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved 
SQA qualifications? 
26 entrants were accepted having achieved SQA qualifications. The number of Scotland/EU 
entrants was 39. 
 
How many 2016-17 entrants were there in total? 
75 entrants were accepted in total.  
 
In addition to above, if you were also able to provide us with views or information 
(evidence based or anecdotal) on any SQA qualification applicants who applied for (or 
made pre-application enquiries relating to) these undergraduate degree programmes 
where they were unable through curriculum limitations to take the required number of 
Highers in a single sitting, that would be most welcome.  
 
Not in relation to entry to Mechanical Engineering, but to note that Chemical Physics is the 

only programme in the area of science and engineering (out with Medicine), where more 

than one science, i.e. Chemistry and Physics, and Mathematics are required at Higher. 

Occasionally a school indicates in the reference that a subject could not be taken in a 

particular year for a specific reason. In such cases, we will normally consider this in the 

selection process.    

 

If you would like to discuss the above response or if you require any further information, 

please feel free to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

Ian Sutherland 
Head of Admissions 
Student Recruitment and Admissions 
E: i.sutherland@ed.ac.uk 
T: 0131 560 4314 
  

mailto:i.sutherland@ed.ac.uk




















Response on behalf of the University of the Highlands and Islands to the above 

request.  

Subject choice availability in the senior phase 
 
Medicine: no provision 
Law: no provision 
 
Mechanical Engineering: 
 
The University of the Highlands and Islands has three degrees covering Mechanical 
Engineering; 
 

 BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering 

 BEng (Hons) Electrical and Mechanical Engineering 

 BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering Design 
 
These are all new degrees, which will recruit for the first time in 2017. We previously 
offered the BEng Mechanical and BEng Electrical and Mechanical as top-up degrees 
for students successfully completing a relevant HND, therefore any data on previous 
applicants would not provide appropriate evidence for this exercise. Any school 
leavers wishing to access these degrees in the past would start on the HNC and 
progress onto the degree in third year, so entry requirements and ‘standard offers’ 
would have been for the HNC. We continue to offer the HNC as an access route. 
 
For the new degrees, we can supply our entry requirement information only at this 
stage: 

For year one entry: 

 3 Scottish Highers at grade BCC or above OR 
 2 A levels at grade CC or above 
 You must have a Higher or A level Maths at grade C or above And National 5 

Physics or Engineering Science and English at grade C or GSCE Physics and 
English at grade C or above 

Maths is the only stipulated Higher, along with the requirement for at least National 5 
Physics. We do not require the three Highers to be completed in one sitting.  
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